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Backing stem
cell research
Science offers hope for curing illnesses

Make a date for charity

A RETIRED headmaster dia-
gnosed with a debilitating ge-
netic disease is supporting the
stem cell research bill.

Former Rydal Penrhos head Mi-
chael James, from St Asaph, retired
from the Colwyn Bay secondary
school last November after being
diagnosed with motor neurone dis-
ease, and this week backed a decision
by MPs to allow scientists to develop
human/animal hybrid embryos.

The research would allow scient-
ists to fuse human cells with animal
eggs to produce embryos which
would then be used to study the
development of genetic diseases such
as Alzheimer’s, diabetes and Par-
kinson’s disease.

Mr James, 62, was diagnosed just
seven months before he was due to
retire, and is currently enjoying re-
latively good health at home.

“My condition has been stable for
the last six months, I’ve taken up a
very healthy lifestyle, exercising and
having physiotherapy,” he said.

“At the moment medics are work-
ing in the dark and it’s only research
that will enable them to get to the
cause. One of the distressing things
is that people diagnosed with motor
neurone disease are told ‘you’ve got
it and that’s it’. There’s nothing on
offer.

“Stemcellresearchwillbeabletoget
tothecause,atsomepoint. Itholdsout
hope. I’m not foolish enough to believe
they’ll suddenly find a cure, it might
take years, but you’ve got to start
somewhere.”

But while church leaders and pro-
life campaigners argue stem cell re-
search devalues human life, Mr
James says the process is far re-
moved from Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein novel.

“Humans have been on earth for a
relatively short time. If you trail back
far enough we’re all descended from
animals anyway, it’s not as clear-cut
as people like to see it,” he said.

“You’re dealing with something the
size of a pinhead, it’s not like trying to
create Frankenstein’s monster in a
Petri dish.

“It holds out hope for millions of
people. Motor neurone disease is
fairly rare, but if you take all the
people with Alzheimer’s and Parkin-
son’s, it has got to be hundreds of
thousands. The fact is families are in
a situation where managing or com-
forting the decline is the only thing
they can hope for.”

SUPPORT: Michael James,
from St Asaph, was diagnosed
with a debilitating genetic
disease and is supporting the
stem cell research bill.

Your VIEWSVIEWS
What do you think? E-mail
us on martin.williams@
northwalesnews.co.uk or
write to the address on
page 2.

PATIENTS, staff and supporters of
Friends of Renal Care Glan Clwyd
gathered at the Renal and Diabetes
Centre recently to officially launch the
charity’s 2009 calendar.

Local artist Jan Gardner was present
for the launch, as it was her pupils – who
are all patients – whose inspirational
work features in each month.

Jan teaches the patients during their
dialysis, which can be up to five hours
per session three times a week. As well
as focusing a patient’s mind away from
the treatment they are receiving it also
creates some outstanding artwork.

“I am passionate about my own
artwork, which celebrates life, and I
hope that this joy spills over into other
lives,” said Jan.

“I’ve worked with students of all
abilities and ages, but this group is so
responsive, I feel I have been privileged
to work alongside them.”

Renal Unit Sister Rhiannon Evans
added: “Jan teaches, encourages and
motivates patients to express themselves
through their artwork. Their lovely
artwork is displayed around the unit,
encouraging other patients to discover
their hidden talents too.”

The charity would like to thank Jan
Gardner and the WEA, Senior Graphics,
Clinical Lead Dawn Oliver, Sister
Rhiannon Evans and all the staff for
their continued support to the project.

Volunteers Dan Webster, Lynwen
Parry, Sharon Webster, Don Brown, Jean
Evans and David Evans (pictured)
visited our High Street office to drop off
a copy of the item, which is priced £2.99.
■ The calendars are available from the
reception of the Renal and Diabetes
Centre on request or any Friends of
Renal Care Glan Clwyd event, or contact
Jan Gardner on 01745 572949 or Don
Webster on 01745 362351.
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By Richard Evans

Help to find your dream dress

WHETHER you’re looking for
a stunning bridal gown, a
beautiful christening outfit,

stylish occasion wear or the perfect
mother-of-the-bride outfit – look no
further than Designs by Denise Kendall,
Rhyl.
Based on Wellington Road, the pop-

ular wedding centre boasts an impressive
array of bridal gowns, bodices and two
pieces available in a wide range of sizes,
colours and fabrics.
Whatever your personal style, budget

or shape there’s an extensive range of
gowns to choose from – including a
collection created by owner Denise
Kendall and a wide range of renowned
designer brands such as Hollywood
Dreams gowns,which aremade from fine
satins and silks and encrusted with in-

tricate detailing such as jewels, crystals
and diamantes, gowns by new designer
Mark Leslie and Essence bridal gowns
which are imported from Australia.
Owner Denise Kendall said: “Many

brides-to-beneed to tryon several dresses
before they findwhatworks for themand
no two brides-to-be are the same, so we
pride ourselves on offering a personalised
service and dedicated expert advice to
help you find your dream dress.”
The Rhyl-based boutique also carries

an extensive range of occasion wear and
mother-of-the-bride attire from leading
brands such as Gina Bacconi, Ronald
Joyce and Frank Usher, as well as a large
selection of coordinated hats, fascinators,
bags, shoes and other accessories.
Fromflatteringdresses for adult brides-

maids to dresses for younger bridesmaids,

grooms suit hire and pageboy suits avail-
able with colour coordinated waistcoats
and neckwear - the leading boutique has
stunningoutfits for everymemberof your
wedding party.
Since opening three-years ago, Designs

by Denise Kendall has built a reputation
for excellence, with its personalised cus-
tomer service and impressive collections
helping the store build a loyal customer
following – with many customers who
bought their wedding gown from the
wedding centreoften returning in years to
come for christening gowns or first holy
communion outfits.

To find out more call the friendly and
professional team today on 01745 361 166,
visit Designs by Denise Kendall, 6 Wel-
lington Road, Rhyl, LL18 1BG or log
onto www.designsbydenise.co.uk

Unrivalled choice: Designs by Denise Kendall in Rhyl has a fabulous
range of outfits for your whole wedding party. Photo: Tony Mottram

Gorgeous gowns:
Designs by Denise
Kendall has
wedding dresses
to suit all shapes,
tastes and budgets
so you’re sure to
find your dream
dress.
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