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College celebrates its
grand charity success

Stephen gets England call
and checkmates teacher
Talented pupil to
represent under
11s team for his
country

● Stephen checkmates teacher Phil Wardle Code NA

School NEWS

T HE master never stood a
chance against the pu-
pil as the new England

squad member Stephen
Chung checkmates Merchant
Taylors’ Junior School teacher
Phil Wardle.

Stephen, 11, has been the Liv-
erpool champion for the past

three years from under-8
through to under-10 and is the
first Merchants’ pupil ever to
be called into the England un-
der-11 squad.

The national selectors at the
English Schools champion-
ships in Prestatyn first spotted
Stephen last year where Mer-
chants’ came seventh nation-

wide and young Stephen won
the award of Best Non-interna-
tional player beating two Eng-
lish and one Dutch national
squad members.

Taught the game by his father
Kong Meng, Stephen now
struggles to find opponents
and said: “Mr Wardle takes us
to our school matches, but he is
a beginner and is just starting
to learn the game and I beat
him in four moves. It was very
good of him to offer to play me,
but it wasn't really fair.”

Stephen, who plays for at

least 30 minutes every day and
has been receiving private
chess coaching weekly for the
past year, added: “I am de-
lighted and honoured to be
picked by England and would
love to represent the country at
senior level, but that is long
way off yet.”

Stephen, from Blundells-
ands, has been a member of the
Skelmersdale Chess Club for
the past 18 months.

Junior school headteacher
Janet Thomas said: “We have a
long tradition of playing chess

and has reached the national
finals on five occasions since
the turn of the millennium.
“We started the chess club to
offer all our children the oppor-
tunity to participate in another
activity, but when we reached
the national championships
we found that other schools
had expert coaches to help de-
velop their most talented
young players. We appointed
Nigel Davies to encourage all
our youngsters and foster that
excellence.”

PUPILS and staff at St Mary’s
College have been celebrating a
‘grand’ charity achievement.

Following fundraising efforts
throughout Lent, the school has
been able to

hand over £1,000 to the Good
Shepherd Collection run by
leading Archdiocese

of Liverpool charity Nugent
Care.

The collection - an annual fun-
draiser since 1902 - supports the
charity’s

work with vulnerable, dis-
abled and disadvantaged people
across the region.

Pupils raised the money
through a series of activities

including cake sales, raffles,
quizzes, competitions, car
washes and

sponsored events.
A cheque was handed over to

Archbishop Patrick Kelly at a
special

celebration mass at the Met-
ropolitan Cathedral.

In total the pupils’ efforts
raised almost £2,000. The bal-
ance has been split between a
number of other charities in-
cluding Cancer Research UK,

Autism Initiatives, Jospice in
Thornton and Queenscourt
Hospice in

Southport.
St Mary’s Head of Lower

School, Karen Lane, commen-
ted: “Our pupils have an

impressive track record in
charity fundraising and worked
really hard again

this year to support the Good
Shepherd Collection and the
other good causes.

They are a credit to the
school.”
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SPANISH, BEGINNERS, teacher from
Spain, informal, £5 lesson, slow
learning, good results, all levels,
AM/PM. Est 1982. Tel (01704) 530001

TUTORING &
COURSES


