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S TUDYING for a degree
can be one of the most
satisfying of life’s

experiences.
It enables us to examine

different ways of looking at
our world, ways that will never
leave us. Most courses take
place in universities and
colleges of higher education,
such as North East Wales
College of Higher Education
(NEWI), in Wrexham.
NEWI is currently

undergoing an £8m investment
programme with work starting
on a £3m state-of-the-art
conference and performing arts
centre. The project is the result
of a joint investment by NEWI
and the High Education
Funding Council for Wales
(HEFCW) which will aim to
address the growing demand
for courses related to the needs
of the new creative industries.
In higher education, students

learn to develop important
transferable skills, such as the
ability to communicate well.
Obtaining a degree also

improves career prospects, and
can enhance long-term
financial success. According to
UCAS, the University and
College Admissions Service,
most experts agree the financial
gains usually far outweigh any
costs, such as student loans,

incurred in completing a
degree course. Research shows
employers are primarily
looking to recruit young people
with a good knowledge base,
sound communication skills,
and the ability to work with
others, analyse problems and
think for themselves – all of
which can be gained by
studying for a degree.
Some vocations also demand

a degree, such as teaching, for
instance. Most degree courses
include seminars. These will
offer students the chance to
challenge and discuss each
other’s view in a neutral and
stimulating environment.
This in turn broadens their

thinking and analysis of
subjects and perceptions.
North Wales offers a huge

variety of courses. Students can
choose a course depending on
their preferences, and do not
have to restrict themselves to
one subject.
If they enjoy studying art

and politics, for example, they
can apply to UCAS for a
combined course covering both
subjects. The organisation’s
online course search at
www.ucas.ac.uk will help
prospective students to find
universities offering
combinations of subjects.
Studying for a degree also

gives students the opportunity
to meet others from a variety
of backgrounds. This in itself
can improve a student’s social
awareness, understanding and
tolerance of different cultures
and beliefs.
Indeed, studying away from

home gives students a virtually
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to socialise whilst learning.
Freshers’ Week gives everyone
the chance to relax and get to
know one another, and the
university campus. And whilst
studying is the main idea, the
socialising aspect of attending a
university is high on the list of
priorities.
In fact, many people forge

lifelong friendships during
their time at university.
Wales is a wonderful place in

which to study. As students
have to become more
financially astute, many
students are opting to remain
closer to home, cutting the cost
of travelling to and from
university and home.
The universities of Wales also

offer close working
relationships with the region’s
key employers. Mutually
beneficial relationships are
being created by research and
development projects organised
and conducted by the
universities.
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Hillary’s win
keeps her
in running
HILLARY Clinton’s White
House hopes were kept alive for
a little longerwhen she defeated
Barack Obama by 10 points in
Pennsylvania’s crucial primary.
Although it stamped out

speculation that she would quit
the increasingly divisive Demo-
cratic presidential race, the vic-
tory did little to narrow her
deficit in the all-important del-
egate count.
Mrs Clinton overcame

massive spending by Mr
Obama, who had significantly
cut her early overwhelming ad-
vantage in the state. But after a
caustic six-week campaign, vot-
ing blocs who favoured Mrs
Clinton – older, working-class,
less educated Pennsylvanians –
stood fast behind her.
Mrs Clinton said yesterday

her coalition “is the best to win
against John McCain.”
She said she had already

raised $3m for her heavily in-
debted campaign with an inter-
net appeal launched after her
Pennsylvania win.
When challenged on voter as-

sessments – even among her
supporters – that she ran a neg-
ative campaign, Mrs Clinton
said: “This is a very civil cam-
paign by any objective stand-
ard.”
Nevertheless, Mr Obama

leaves the hard-fought contest
behind with his lead in pledged
delegates and the popular vote
intact, as both candidates move
on to the primary campaigns in
Indiana and North Carolina.
Some Democratic leaders

were looking for a closer
Pennsylvania outcome that
could have led Mrs Clinton to
leave the race, allowing the
party to unite behind Mr
Obama before the November
election.
John McCain, who wrapped

up the Republican nomination
weeks ago, has pulled even with
both Democrats as their
struggle to lead the ticket has
grown increasingly bitter.
Mrs Clinton left no doubt she

would not drop out of the race
before all primary and caucus
contests were finished. “We’re
going through the next nine
contests and I hope to dowell in

many of them ... but I’m confid-
ent thatwhen delegates – aswell
as voters, like the voters of
Pennsylvania just did – ask
themselves who’s the stronger
candidate against John McCain,
that I will be the nominee of the
Democratic party.”
In the overall race, Mr Obama

leads with 1,714.5 delegates, in-
cluding separately chosen party
and elected officials known as
superdelegates. Mrs Clinton has
1,589.5 delegates.
Because there are only nine

contests remainingMrs Clinton
has only the remotest chance of
finishing the race with more
elected delegates than Mr
Obama. Her main hope is keep-
ing the race close and seeking
the support of the superdeleg-
ates, who can vote for either
candidate regardless of state
results.
Barring a huge mistake by Mr

Obama, many superdelegates
would be reluctant to overturn
the verdict of the millions of
Americans who have voted in
record numbers in the most
compelling party presidential
nominating race in memory.

By ED JAMES

Hillary Clinton celebrates with Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell at her Pennsylvania primary
election night party in Philadelphia after she beat Barack Obama by 10 points

Mugabe recount victory
THE first result in a recount of 23 seats in
Zimbabwe’s parliamentary elections gave
victory to president Robert Mugabe’s ruling
party yesterday.
The recount in a Harare suburb was the only

one demanded by the opposition MDC party.
The results showed just a one-vote difference

from the original count from the poll giving the
seat to Mugabe’s ZANU-PF party with 6,194
votes to 5,931 for the MDC.
Presidential results from the election – which

opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai is widely

believed to have won – have still to be released.
Meanwhile, the state mouthpiece Herald

newspaper raised the first prospect of a “unity
government”, seen as preparing the ground for
Mugabe to stay in control and perhaps even the
scrapping of the March presidential election
ahead of a new ballot.
Columnist Obediah Mazombwe said African

regional leaders, along with “the progressive
international community,” could bring together
key players: Mugabe’s party, the opposition,
Britain and the United States.


