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Art Exhibition
Advertisement Feature

Royal Oak puts Heather in the frame
HEATHER Craigmile is

very much a local artist,
and North Wales is her

locality.
Over the years she has held a

series of exhibitions at
Beddgelert in Snowdonia, at
Beaumaris in Anglesey, and at
Tal-y-Bont in the Conwy Valley.
Now, for the first time, she is

staging an exhibition of her
paintings and pastels at the
Royal Oak Hotel in Betws-y-

Coed. The exhibition will open at
this historic coaching inn on the
A5 on Friday, April 18, and close
on Sunday, April 27. Opening
hours will be from 10am to 8pm,
including Saturdays and Sundays.
Admission will be free.
In the extremely comfortable

setting of The Royal Oak, you
will be able to look over many
landscapes of the area; also
flower pictures, still lifes and
French holiday paintings.

Heather is a member of the
Chelsea Art Society, where she
has exhibited for many years
after completing her studies in
London. She now lives at Trem-
y-Dyffryn, Llanbedr-y-Cennin, in
the Conwy Valley, where she has
her studio. Visitors to this
exhibition are welcome to call in
on her studio.

■ For further information,
telephone: 01492 660 567.

Brushing up: The exhibition will include Heather’s landscapes of the area, flower
pictures, still lifes and French holiday paintings.

Picture perfect: Local artist Heather Craigmile is staging an exhibition of her paintings
and pastels at the Royal Oak Hotel in Betws-y-Coed, from April 18 - 27.

Railway sale
is alleged to
be tax scam
A MAN who formerly worked as
a VAT inspector in Chester has
gone on trial over an alleged
£32,000 VAT fraud.

Defendant Richard Thornton is al-
leged to have fiddled the Revenue out
the cash over the alleged sale of
railway rolling stock from the Bod-
fari and Mold Junction Railway
Group to another company.

The prosecution say the sale did
not take place and it was simply a
fiddle by a man who knew how to
manipulate the system to get £32,000
to which he was not entitled.

Thornton, 42, of Pennington Ter-
race, Abergele Road, Llanddulas, is
alleged to have been concerned in
the fraudulent evasion of VAT, and
furnished false information that a
company named Park Royal
Vehicles Ltd was entitled to claim
back £32,392 in VAT, in July 2005.

He has pleaded not guilty and the
trial before Judge John Rogers QC is
continuing and expected to last more
than three weeks.

Graham Knowles, prosecuting for
Customs and Excise, told a jury at
MoldCrownCourtthatThorntonran
the railway group project on land he

owned at Bodfari near Denbigh.
But the project went sour when he

failed to get planning consent for the
project and he lost at a planning
appeal.

It is alleged he set up a phoney
company using the names of 19th
century railway mechanical engin-
eers, who died in 1906 and 1897, as
directors.

The jury was told the address of the
company was the railway site at
Bodfari and a National Insurance
Number supplied was of a man who
had died 11 years earlier.

Company directors were said to be
John Ramsbottom and Francis
Webb – and the jury were told that
Mr Webb had succeeded Mr Rams-
bottom as chief mechanical engin-
eers for the London and North West
Railway Society. Mr Webb died in
1906 and Mr Ramsbottom in 1897.

“For whatever reason, the setting
up of the company that ended up
with £32,000 from the VAT people,
was phoney,” he said.

Thornton falsely claimed the com-
pany was entitled to the VAT after

buyingrollingstockvaluedat£185,100
from the railway society, it is alleged.

An investigation was set up and the
items would never have been valued
at that amount in any event, said Mr
Knowles, who claimed the sale did
not actually occur.

When the VAT payment was made,
it promptly disappeared from the
account of Park Royal Vehicles Ltd,
and much of it was used to pay off the
defendant’s personal debts, it was
alleged.

About £7,000 was used to pay a debt
to a railway company which had
supplied goods to the railway
group.

Interviewed, the defendant said he
had done nothing wrong. He had
simply been asked to help out with
the form filling and denied he was
involved the Park Royal Vehicles Ltd
company.

But Mr Knowles told the jury the
defendant was the only signatory on
the bank account of the company,
and its address was the railway
group site in Bodfari.

He alleged the defendant was well
placed to know how to manipulate
the system and to get £32,000 to
which he was not entitled.

By Staff Reporter

Small steps
save energy

HERE we are again, I can’t believe another
month has gone by. Since I last wrote this
column I’ve been to the Wrexham Science
Festival, which was held in North East Wales
Institute of Higher Education (NEWI).

I was joined by two of the other Climate
Change Champions from South Wales and
we had a chance to play on the world’s
largest keyboard (which was fun!) and learn
how air travel impacts on the environment.
We looked at how to make our house
greener and how big our carbon footprints
were. Our carbon footprint was much bigger
than we thought. We learnt lots of simple
ways to reduce it, these included:
■ One small but important fact is to save
on electricity. We’ve done that at home by
replacing our ordinary light bulbs with
energy-saving light bulbs.
■ We also try to boil only as much water as
we need to make a cup of tea.
■ We don’t leave our television or DVD player
on standby. If everyone in Wales did this we
would save enough electricity to light up over
600,000 homes.

We also had our own stand at the science
fair and answered lots of questions. It was
interesting to listen to views on climate
change and what they are doing in their own
homes already. It was a great day and I came
away with lots of information to help me be
a better Climate Change Champion.

In April, I have been asked to speak about
my role as a Climate Change Champion at a
Climate Change event being run by the
Welsh Assembly. This is being held at Venue
Cymru, with Jane Davidson AM, the minister
for environment, sustainability and housing.

I’ll tell you all about it next month!

Here’s Tal-y-Bont schoolgirl KATIE
MASON’s latest update during her year
as a Climate Change Champion working
on behalf of the Welsh Assembly.

■ Don’t leave you mobile phone
charger and other gadgets plugged in

when you don’t need them. The
average mobile phone takes just
three hours to charge up. You could
save up to 10% of your electricity bill

by doing this!

Katie’s top tip


