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Setting the standard for professional success
I T has been an excellent

year for the recently
established The
Management Centre,

Bangor Business School, having
quickly established its position
as a top provider of quality
executive education and
research.
The centre delivers

professional and executive
education through a variety of
programmes, including the
part-time Executive MBA
programme, ILM (Institute of
Leadership and Management),
CIPS (Chartered Institute of
Purchase and Supply), ACCA
(Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants), CIMA
(Chartered Institute of
Management Accountants). It is
also the home for the CBRMi
(Centre for Business Research
and Market intelligence).
The Bangor Executive MBA

programme at The
Management Centre goes from
strength to strength. The
part-time, three-year
programme for professionals in
all business sectors experienced
a student intake for October
2008 more than double the
intake for 2007.
The new format of the

programme, with subjects
being taught in intensive
four-day modular blocks,
makes it easier for structuring
study time and appeals to the
many busy executives,
managers and business owners
whose lives and schedules are

very demanding.
The calibre of the course is

reflected in the cohort, with
experienced business owners
and consultants as well as
senior managers from
organisations from the public
and private sectors. The
standards raised by both the
course and the cohort mean
the learning experience is
greatly enhanced in an
environment which is
challenging and stimulating.
Accountancy students at The

Management Centre, Bangor
Business School, have achieved
an outstanding first set of
exam results in the June
examination sitting of the
ACCA professional
qualification. It is the first time
students have been able to
study for the final level
qualification in North Wales.
The pass rate at Bangor was
69%, 23 percentage points
above the global pass rate of
46% on these papers. Successful
students include Debra Jones
and Carl Shipton, who were
the first students to complete
the ACCA professional stage at
a North Wales centre.
The Centre for Business

Research and Market
intelligence (CBRMi) is an
independent research
institution and is part of The
Management Centre, Bangor
Business School. Established in
2005, CBRMi is building a
reputation for providing
clients with timely, insightful

and innovative commercial
research solutions. The centre
draws on the academic
expertise of Bangor University
and is able to harness
world-class visualisation
technology to present research
findings in a more meaningful
way to its clients.
Having been developed

through £14m grant funding
from the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) and
Gwynedd Council, the high
standards set by The
Management Centre also refer
to its facilities.
Accommodation in four-star

quality rooms is available (the
Executive MBA students have
the benefit of accommodation
inclusive in their fee). There is
a café and restaurant providing
good quality food; events and
functions can be hosted in its
many lecture theatres, seminar
and breakout rooms. The
recently opened Bangor
University Business Club, with
its plush bar and online library,
is another example of its
forward thinking and proactive
approach to integrating into
the North Wales business
community.
There may be a recession,

but The Management Centre’s
ethos and forward thinking
should see the success of 2008
continue into 2009 and
beyond.
■ Contact The Management
Centre for information on any
of the above, tel: 01248 365900.

Business does well
despite the crunch
A LTHOUGH the

global financial
climate is bleak,
Wales has had

plenty of reasons to be
cheerful during 2008.
In May this year, Deputy

First Minister Ieuan Wyn
Jones announced the Welsh
Assembly Government’s
largest ever investment in
research and development,
with a £7.5m contribution to
a £103m Broughton Airbus-
led programme to revol-
utionise aircraft wing
technology.
The joint programme –

which will facilitate the
design, manufacture and
testing of much lighter and
more eco-efficient aircraft –
is one of the most signific-
ant of its kind. It will fuel
the success of the British
aerospace sector.
A major film release in

June, helped by £700,000
investment from the Wales
Creative IP fund (managed
by Finance Wales on behalf
of the Assembly Govern-
ment), has led to the
generation of over £1m of

direct economic benefits in
the region.
The Edge of Love, about

the life and loves of celeb-
rated Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas and starring
Matthew Rhys, Keira
Knightly and Sienna Miller,
received the investment on
the condition the produc-
tion generated more than
£1m in Wales.
Shot in West Wales, the

film’s investment was the
largest by the Wales Creative
IP fund to date. It shows
Wales continues to have the
creative power, talent and
facilities to compete on the
global stage.
The Wales Screen

Commission (WSC) worked
with the director, producer
and location manager,
promoting local services and
technical expertise.
Indeed, it has been a

fruitful year for productions
in Wales; the WSC was
involved in over 90 produc-
tions shot in the region,
bringing expenditure of
around £31.9m.
A starry future is also on

the cards for Dolgarrog.
Lancashire-based strategic
land company Ainscough
Johnston acquired the
former Dolgarrog Alumin-
ium factory in July with a
view to transforming the
30-acre industrial site into
the centre of a revitalised
and regenerated village.
In driving forward the

sustainable long-term
regeneration of the area, the
move will create new
employment opportunities
for the local community, as
well as acting as a catalyst
towards providing new
facilities and creating new
opportunities.
Over 300 new jobs are to

be created in Bangor by
McKesson UK, the world’s
leading healthcare services
provider tasked with
implementing the project to
provide the NHS with a
single integrated HR and
payroll system.
This key investment will

create the jobs over the next
three years.
The health of the North

Wales economy has been

given a booster injection by
Closed Loop Recycling, the
first company in the UK
capable of recycling waste
plastic bottles back into food
packaging material.
The company is investing

nearly £12m into a state-of-
the-art recycling plant in
Deeside.
Also this year, it was

announced that DeepStream
Technologies, which
produces advanced sensors
to measure energy consum-
ption, planned to launch a
major recruitment drive to
almost double its workforce
at Bangor by 2010.
In addition, a programme

to help Welsh businesses
fight the global credit crash
and compete in the internet
age was announced in
October by the WAG.
The e-Crime Wales

programme will invest £2.6m
in helping businesses to
prevent internet-based
crime. Support will be given
by the Welsh Police Forces
and key players from the
financial, legal and internet
security sectors.
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