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It’s child’s play

Learning creatively
THE Hammond in Chester is a leading
provider for performing arts education in
theNorthWest – recognisedand fundedasa
centre of excellence by the Department for
Education (DfE) under theMusic andDance
Scheme (MDS), and also receiving support
through the Young People’s Learning
Agency (YPLA) Dance and Drama Award
(DaDA) Scheme.
TheHammond caters for students from11 to 20
years-plus, providing post-16 vocational training
leading to the National Diplomas in Professional
Dance and Musical Theatre.
The sixth form drama course combines a BTEC
Diploma Level 3 in Performing Arts (acting) with
the study of two A-levels.
Hammond lower school (11-16) offers full-time

educational courses in dance, drama and music,
alongside GCSE-level academic provision in a
broad range of subjects.
● For further in formation, visit the website
www.thehammondschool.co.uk.

All for the love of learning

ABBEYGate College is awell-
established, co-educational
school on the outskirts of
Chester, which caters for pu-
pils aged four to 18.
The college emphasises the im-
portance of building self-esteem
anda love of learning in a friendly
and caring environment.
Music, drama, sport and the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme are thriving and outdoor
adventures and leadership

courses help children to build
confidence and teamwork.
Every child is valued, whatever
their age or ability; the potential
in every pupil is nurtured and
encouraged.
Education is far greater than
simply achieving super examin-
ation results; at Abbey Gate Col-
lege the journey itself is of equal
importance, providing a stimu-
lating experience, widening op-
portunities and providing an edu-

cation for life; when they go out in
to the community staff are con-
fident that they are sensible and
mature young people.
Abbey Gate College is a suc-
cessful and happy school, com-
mitted to maintaining traditional
standards and high educational
ideals and in the most recent
inspection report ISI inspectors
commended the high standards
of teaching, learning and espe-
cially behaviour in the college:
“The college fully meets its aim to
encourage students to achieve their
personalambitionsinanatmosphere
that is caringbut challenging.
“Students’ personal qualities
are outstanding and fully sup-
ported within the college by the
positive family-type ambience.
“The community awareness is
outstanding; relationships bet-
ween staff and students them-
selves are outstanding and con-
ducive to excellent behaviour.”
(ISI March 2010)

WELL
ESTABLISHED:

Abbey Gate
College.

READY FOR
ACTION:
Being
involved in
active play
means
children are
more
refreshed for
lessons.
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Bringing out the best in everyone
“FANTASTIC results,” said Sarah
Clark, the new head at The Queen’s
School, Chester –whichhas topped the
Independent Schools Chart for A and
AS-level results for Cheshire and also
had superb results for GCSEs.
And the Lower School is top in the North
West for prep schools around the UK, ac-
cording to the Sunday Times.

“All are a real achievement for the girls
and our marvellous staff,” said Sarah.
“Our teacher pupil ratio is outstanding so
we can really bring out the best in the girls.
Ournew6th formgives thegirlsmuchmore
independence and freedom to study.”
Having such a strong and consistently
successful academic platform will enable
the girls to go on to further studies with
great confidence for the future.

Sarah added: “Every girl will find
something she excels at here and that’s
what we want to do, bring out the best in
everyone.”
The Queen’s has more than 70 clubs and
societies – from podcasting to debating –
adding to sports success nationally.
There are trips abroad, music, etc – al-
ways something to challenge, innovate, in-
volve and inspire.

SUCCESS: The
Queen’s Lower
School won
seven classes
and gained 13
second and
third places in
various
categories at
the Chester
Festival of
Performing Arts.

Fun taster day
at The King’s

K eeping children
safe is a top priority
for both parents

and schools.
But new research shows
many parents feel today’s strin-
gent school health and safety
rules – which have led to chil-
dren being banned from play-
ing traditional playground fa-
vourites like tag and conkers –
are taking safety too far.
A poll of UK primary school
children’sparentsby theBritish
Toy and Hobby Association and
Play England found that 74% of
parents believe schools are too
concerned with health and
safety to allow children to enjoy
the traditional rough and
tumble play that’s so important
for social and physical devel-
opment.
Around 85% of parents ques-
tioned said that they thought
playtime at school can improve
children’s learning, yet a third
felt that their childrendidn’t get
enough playtime – the average
child having just 37 minutes
throughout the school day.
Psychologist and play expert
Dr AmandaGummer points out
that play helps children to con-
centrate at school, with active
play meaning they’re more re-
freshed for lessons.
Play also improves children’s
social skills, and teaches them

how to assess risk.
She says: “While schools need
to prioritise safety, the play-
ground is the perfect place to
learn these skills.
“It’s concerning that such a
large proportion of parents feel
their child’s school is restricting
their play, and rough and
tumble play in particular.”
Children, especially boys,
learn social skills through
rough and tumble play that
can’t go on in the classroom,
picking up abilities like lead-
ership and negotiation.
While Gummer says she
thinks some modern school
health and safety rules go too
far, she stresses: “It’s easy to say
that until your child comes
home from school with a

broken arm.
“We can’t be too blasé about
it. But as soon as there’s some
sort of health and safety in-
cident at a school, there’s a
knee-jerk reaction and every-
body goes too far the other
way.”
The root problem, she says, is
that local authorities and
schools are terrified of litigation
if a child is injured at school.
“Kids are growing up without
the ability to decide on risks for
themselves, and if you don’t
give them the chance to learn
about risk when they’re little,
they’ll end up really hurting
themselves when they’re
grown-up.”
“These rules might prevent a
couple of kids slipping on a bit

of ice, but you’re creating an
unhealthy culture at playtime,
where kids don’t get the ex-
ercise, therefore theydon’t con-
centrate and they don’t learn as
well, they don’t sleep as well
and so on – it’s a vicious
circle.”
She says it’s understandable
that teachers think ‘if in doubt,
don’t do it’ after endless risk
assessments at school.
“They don’t want a parent or
a zealous, ambulance-chasing
lawyer saying a child’s injury
was the school’s fault, and su-
ing.”
There needs to be an accept-
ance within the law that ac-
cidents happen, she says, and
that it’s not always somebody’s
fault.
“Until it becomes not-profit-
able for these lawyers to en-
courage parents to go down the
litigation route, people will still
see it as a way to make a few
bucks.”
“We can’t afford to be lax
about children’s safety, but
there needs to be some com-
mon-sense so a sensible bal-
ance can be found.”
Teachers are in a difficult po-
sition with regards to health
and safety rules, says George
Muirhead, chairman of the Na-
tional Primary Headteachers’
Association.”

T he King’s School is a
dynamic, exciting
place to learn and of-

fers your child the best op-
portunity to succeed in later
life.
The curriculum has been re-
designed for September 2011 to
offer more challenging courses
which stretch young minds from
the minute they start at 11, and
offer stimulating and innovative
subjects to ensure that they are
not limited by the narrow con-
fines of public exams.
King’s is increasing the number
of international GCSEs offered,
which is considered more chal-

lenging than the standard GCSE
course.
An ambitious afternoon of ‘en-
richment’ will offer pupils
courses such as Italian, electron-
ics, astronomy – all intended to
widen pupils’ intellectual hori-
zons, increase confidenceandde-
velop independent study – qual-
ities which are highly valued by
the top universities.
King’s is well known for its Mu-
sic School, with 25 music groups
and more than 50% of pupils
involved in music in some way.
Sport is a real strength of the
school with pupils competing at a
national level for rowing and
cricket, regional level for hockey

and district level for a good few of
the many sports on offer.
There are 120 clubs and activ-
ities offering an interest for
everyone from poetry to Russi-
an.
In June,King’swill open its 300-
seat, fully-equipped theatre to
further grow its reputation for
excellence in drama.
King’s is a busy school, bursting
with opportunities for your
child.
● Tofindoutmore,organiseavisit
or register your child for a fun
taster day, contact the admissions
office or visit the website:
www.kingschester.co.uk/welcome.

FIRST CLASS:
The King’s is a

busy school,
bursting with

opportunities.

Where
performance
matters

Tel: 01244 305350. Email: enquiries@thehammondschool.co.uk
Mannings Lane, Chester CH2 4ES. www.thehammondschool.co.uk

The Hammond is an independent secondary school offering academic excellence
and creative education through our specialist Dance Drama and Music
departments.

A limited number of places are still available for September 2011 Drama,
Music and Academic Lower School Students and for Sixth Form Drama
Students. Please call 01244 305377 for audition and entry details.

ABBEYGATE COLLEGE
Where our Children come first

Looking to the future
in more ways than one
We provide:

• Strong academic results
• Excellence in Pastoral Care
•Wide range of extra-curricular activities
• OutstandingMusic Department
• New Sixth Form Centre
• New facilities inArt, Science, Design and Technology
• First rate Junior and Infant Department atAldford
• Idyllic village locations and stunning grounds

“The pupils achieve their personal
and academic potential”

(ISI InspectionMarch 2010)

Independent • Co-educational • 4-18

For further details please contactAdmissions: 01244 332077
or email su.boyd@abbeygatecollege.co.uk for a prospectus.

Saighton Grange, Saighton, Chester CH3 6EN
www.abbeygatecollege.co.uk

Seniors
For boys & girls 11-16

Colour their lives forever...

Fun-filled Taster Days at King’s . 23rd and 24th June

Explore our facilities and the vibrant, academic environment
that’s The King’s School, Chester.

Join us at a Taster Day for Year 5 children.

To arrange your Taster Day, call 01244 689553
email: admissions@kingschester.co.uk www.kingschester.co.uk/welcome

Independent Day School for Girls (4 - 18) Chester
To book a FREE place contact: Mrs Jane Taylor

Telephone: 01244 312078
email: jtaylor@queens.cheshire.sch.uk www.queens.cheshire.sch.uk

ACTIVITIES DAY
We welcome Year 5 girls on Wednesday 6 July 2011

Try out a range of FREE fun activities


